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Beirut Arab University Employee Housing and
Housing Support

SDG 11 Sustainable Cities and Communities

THE Impact Rankings indicator 11.4.4 | Beirut Arab University, Lebanon

Response to the indicator
Question: Does your university as a body provide affordable housing for employees?

Yes, with a defined scope. Beirut Arab University (BAU) provides staff accommodation at Debbieh and
publishes a housing allowance provision for seconded academic staff. These establish employee housing
and targeted assistance with housing costs. The evidence supports this qualified response rather than an
entitlement to free or subsidised accommodation for every employee.

Evidence: BAU current description of staff housing at Debbieh

Evidence: Academic staff housing allowance provision (PDF page 4, section 2 on allowances)

Accommodation & Dorms

Being away from your home can be a challenging experience. Students living away from their homes and
studying in Beirut or Tripoli Campuses can rent a girls-only or boys-only shared or private apartment from
various local renters in these regions. Rent is usually paid yearly (two installments) and varies according to
location, size, and students sharing the apartment.

Students studying in Debbieh Campus may select between the University dorms, which are located inside
campus and are two minutes away from the University parking area or local renters in the area.

BAU’s Debbieh Dorms are safe, comfortable, and relaxing. BAU has allocated two separate buildings: one
for boys and one for girls. There are 127 rooms available for boys and 67 rooms available for girls. The
dorm rooms range from single to double occupancy.

Room Types and Prices

Debbieh Campus comprises two separate dorms: the girls’ dorms and the boys’ dorms. These are two
buildings located inside the campus in close proximity to the parking lot. The dorms encompass a mini-
market which includes basic needs of students and a private gym for students enrolled in the dorms. Our
student dorms are all self-catered.


https://www.bau.edu.lb/Debbieh-Campus
https://www.bau.edu.lb/BAUUpload/Publications/Attachments/Academic%20Staff%20Rights_Duties_06152017134936_BAUOfficeTechnical.pdf

Girls' Dorms:

Girls can select between a double (shared) room and a single room.

Double Room Single Room

Bunk beds (2 beds)
2 Desks
Mini fridge (inside room)

Fan

Free Wi-Fi

1 Bathroom (inside room)

1 Bed

1 Desk

Mini fridge (inside room)
Fan

Microwave in room

Free Wi-Fi

1 Bathroom (inside room)

The girls’ dorms include a laundry room and a security surveillance system. Girls also have access to a shared kitchen and a common area for studying and relaxing.

Boys' Dorms:

Boys can choose between a double room, a single room, or a VIP room.

Double Room Single Room

2 Beds 1 Bed

2 Desks 1 Desk

Mini fridge (inside room) Mini fridge (inside room)
Fan Fan

Microwave in room
Free Wi-Fi Free Wi-Fi

1 Bathroom (inside room) 1 Bathroom (inside room)

Academic staff housing allowance provision
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BEIRUT ARAB UNIVERSITY

VIP Room

2 Beds

2 Desks

Kitchen (inside room)
Fridge (inside room)
Fan

Microwave in room
Free Wi-Fi

1 Bathroom (inside room)
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The evidence supporting the response
Evidence What it establishes Original source

Two staff dormitory buildings, separately identified from

student dorms Campus description

Debbieh campus record



https://www.bau.edu.lb/Debbieh-Campus

Evidence What it establishes Original source

A defined employee category receives housing cost

) 4 o Allowance rule
assistance under the published provision -

Faculty benefits booklet

Research published in

2024 Recent corroboration of staff accommodation buildings Campus study

Housing availability and housing affordability should be demonstrated together. A university residence
confirms provision; its rent, included services or subsidy establishes the financial benefit. A housing
allowance directly addresses costs, but its present application and the beneficiaries covered should be
documented for the submission year.


https://www.bau.edu.lb/BAUUpload/Publications/Attachments/Academic%20Staff%20Rights_Duties_06152017134936_BAUOfficeTechnical.pdf
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/16/18/8254

Employee accommodation at Debbieh

Current university confirmation

BAU'’s current Debbieh page identifies two staff dormitory buildings, separately from student residences.
This explicit designation provides direct institutional evidence of employee accommodation. Student
housing is not used to infer staff provision.

Evidence: Debbieh campus staff dormitory buildings (Opening campus description)

Dated corroboration within the review period

The campus travel study published on 23 September 2024 also identifies two buildings for staff
accommodation at Debbieh. Its study-area description separately identifies student dormitories. This
provides dated corroboration within the 2021 to 2026 period.

Evidence: Original 2024 study (Section 4, Description of the Study Area)

Evidence: Publisher PDF with the staff accommodation description (PDF page 9)

Analysing Travel Patterns at Beirut Arab University,
Lebanon: An In-Depth Characterization of Travel
Behavior on Campus

Rouba Joumblat"', Hadi Jawad ' and Adel Elkordi?

: Faculty of Engineering, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Beirut Arab University, Beirut 1105,
Lebanon

: Faculty of Engineering, Department of Civil Engineering, Alexandria University, Alexandria 21544, Egypt
" Author to whom correspondence should be addressed.
Sustainability 2024, 16(18), 8254; https://doi.org/10.3390/su16188254

This article belongs to the Special Issue Advances in Active Travel and Transportation Planning in Smart Cities: Past,
Present and Future

More formats w [E Version Notes M Order Reprints


https://www.bau.edu.lb/Debbieh-Campus
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/16/18/8254
https://mdpi-res.com/d_attachment/sustainability/sustainability-16-08254/article_deploy/sustainability-16-08254.pdf

4. Description of the Study Area

This study delves into the travel behaviors of Beirut Arab University (BAU) students, employees, and
academic staff, within two of its campuses: the Beirut campus in Greater Beirut Governorate and the
Debbieh campus in Mount Lebanon Governorate in Lebanon. The following section furnishes a
comprehensive depiction of the research areas, commencing with an overview of the location and
distinctive features of BAU. Subsequently, it engages in a discourse on the noteworthy transportation-

related challenges encountered at BAU.

The geographical boundaries of Beirut and Debbieh campus are illustrated in Figure 1and Figure 2,

respectively.

Figure 1. Geographical boundaries of the BAU-Beirut campus.

Figure 2. Geographical boundaries of BAU-Debbieh campus.



Established in 1960, the Beirut campus serves as the main branch of BAU, centrally located in the heart of
Beirut on Tareek El Jadida. Encompassing a land area of 41,107 m?Z, it features two buildings with a total built
area of 50,500 m2. The primary structure, spanning 22,000 mZ2, houses BAU administration and the

faculties of business administration and dentistry.

Within this campus, there is a 300-seat festivities hall, five well-furnished seminar rooms equipped with
multimedia and display screens, a specially designed “Al Multaga” serving as a center for cultural and art
activities, a student activities and alumni and career office building, a gymnasium, a sports hall, and a

cafeteria.

The second building is the Hariri building, a 12-story structure with two basements and a ground floor,
occupying 28,000 mZ. It accommodates five faculties: human sciences, law and political science,
pharmacy, medicine, and health sciences. The Beirut campus offers a publicly accessible parking area

designated for students, faculty, and visitors alike.

Established in 2006, the Debbieh campus is situated 33 km away from Beirut city. Covering an expansive

land area of 1,353,000 m?2, the total built area encompasses 52,538 mZ.

This campus includes four buildings dedicated to faculties and administration, two structures for student
dormitories, two buildings for staff accommodations, a gymnasium, a mosque, an astronomical observatory,

a cafeteria, an open theater, and a student lounge.

At present, the campus hosts three faculties: architecture—design and built environment, engineering, and
science. The Debbieh campus has allocated four dedicated parking areas within the campus premises to

accommodate the parking needs of its students, staff, and visitors.

The utilization of the public parking facility, which accommodates the private cars of students, staff, and
members, as well as those of any person visiting the area, has given rise to a parking shortage issue at BAU,
particularly at the Beirut campus. The inclusive nature of the parking space, while aiming to cater to a
diverse range of individuals, has inadvertently led to increased demand, surpassing the available parking
capacity. The resultant shortage poses a challenge for the university community and visitors alike,
impacting the overall convenience and accessibility of parking on the Beirut campus. On the other side,
while the parking challenge may not be as pronounced at Debbieh campus, it presents a different set of
concerns. Attracting students from various governorates in Lebanon, many travelers face an average
driving time of 20-30 min to reach the campus. Despite the university's effort to alleviate transportation
issues by providing shuttle buses specifically from Beirut and Saida cities, several factors, such as
crowdedness, areas not covered by shuttle services, and the absence of intelligent transportation assets,
contribute to discouraging travelers from adopting this mode of transportation. These challenges highlight
the need for a comprehensive and efficient transportation strategy to better serve the diverse commuting

needs of students and staff attending the Debbieh campus.



The Faculty of Engineering lists this publication on BAU’s own website. The publication record supplies
institutional provenance for the research. The study describes campus infrastructure; it does not report staff
rental prices, numbers of occupied apartments or a housing subsidy calculation.

Evidence: BAU engineering publication record

Thesis - Faculty of Engineering

StudyatB8AU > Facules > Engineering > Research > Publications

List of Publications by Department for the Academic Vear Analysing Travel Patterns at Bsinut Arab University, Lebanon: An In-Depth Characterization of Travel Benavior on Campus

Abstract

the trovel patte

Journal/Conference Information

Sustainability, DOl: 103380/5u16188254, ISSN: 207 1-1050, Volume: 16, lssue: 18, Pages Range: 1-12,

What the accommodation evidence means

University-provided housing can help employees locate near their workplace and reduce the need to
arrange separate accommodation. These are potential practical benefits of on-campus provision. Their
monetary value depends on the actual terms offered to residents. An affordability assessment should
therefore specify the amount an employee pays and which services are included, rather than assume that
university ownership makes the residence free.

Campus and residence coverage

Debbieh is documented; the two-building count does not establish apartment capacity, occupancy or
arrangements at other campuses. Current inventory and allocation records are needed to report beneficiary
totals.

Evidence: BAU current campus description

Current facilities information and dated research are complementary sources. Financial terms remain
necessary to assess affordability.

Evidence: Dated campus infrastructure corroboration (PDF page 9)

4. Description of the Study Area

This study delves into the travel behaviors of Beirut Arab University (BAU) students,
employees, and academic staff, within two of its campuses: the Beirut campus in Greater
Beirut Governorate and the Debbieh campus in Mount Lebanon Governorate in Lebanon.
The following section furnishes a comprehensive depiction of the research areas, com-
mencing with an overview of the location and distinctive features of BAU. Subsequently, it
engages in a discourse on the noteworthy transportation-related challenges encountered
at BAU.

The geographical boundaries of Beirut and Debbieh campus are illustrated in
Figures 1 and 2, respectively.

Established in 1960, the Beirut campus serves as the main branch of BAU, centrally
located in the heart of Beirut on Tareek El Jadida. Encompassing a land area of 41,107 m?, it
features two buildings with a total built area of 50,500 m2. The primary structure, span-
ning 22,000 m2, houses BAU administration and the faculties of business administration
and dentistry.

Within this campus, there is a 300-seat festivities hall, five well-furnished seminar
rooms equipped with multimedia and display screens, a specially designed “Al Multaga”
serving as a center for cultural and art activities, a student activities and alumni and career
office building, a gymnasium, a sports hall, and a cafeteria.


https://www.bau.edu.lb/Engineering/Publication/2024-2025/Analysing-Travel-Patterns-at-Beirut-Arab-University-Lebanon-An-In-Depth-Characterization-of-Travel-Behavior-on-Campus
https://www.bau.edu.lb/Debbieh-Campus
https://mdpi-res.com/d_attachment/sustainability/sustainability-16-08254/article_deploy/sustainability-16-08254.pdf
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Figure 1. Geographical boundaries of the BAU-Beirut campus. Figure 2. Geographical boundaries of BAU-Debbieh campus.

The second building is the Hariri building, a 12-story structure with two basements
and a ground floor, occupying 28,000 m?. It accommodates five faculties: human sciences,
law and political science, pharmacy, medicine, and health sciences. The Beirut campus
offers a publicly accessible parking area designated for students, faculty, and visitors alike.

Established in 2006, the Debbieh campus is situated 33 km away from Beirut city.
Covering an expansive land area of 1,353,000 mZ, the total built area encompasses 52,538 m2.

This campus includes four buildings dedicated to faculties and administration,
two structures for student dormitories, two buildings for staff accommodations, a gym-
nasium, a mosque, an astronomical observatory, a cafeteria, an open theater, and a stu-
dent lounge.

At present, the campus hosts three faculties: architecture—design and built environ-
ment, engineering, and science. The Debbieh campus has allocated four dedicated parking
areas within the campus premises to accommodate the parking needs of its students, staff,
and visitors.

The utilization of the public parking facility, which accommodates the private cars of
students, staff, and members, as well as those of any person visiting the area, has given
rise to a parking shortage issue at BAU, particularly at the Beirut campus. The inclusive
nature of the parking space, while aiming to cater to a diverse range of individuals, has
inadvertently led to increased demand, surpassing the available parking capacity. The
resultant shortage poses a challenge for the university community and visitors alike,
impacting the overall convenience and accessibility of parking on the Beirut campus. On
the other side, while the parking challenge may not be as pronounced at Debbieh campus,
it presents a different set of concerns. Attracting students from various governorates in
Lebanon, many travelers face an average driving time of 20-30 min to reach the campus.
Despite the university’s effort to alleviate transportation issues by providing shuttle buses
specifically from Beirut and Saida cities, several factors, such as crowdedness, areas not
covered by shuttle services, and the absence of intelligent transportation assets, contribute
to discouraging travelers from adopting this mode of transportation. These challenges
highlight the need for a comprehensive and efficient transportation strategy to better serve
the diverse commuting needs of students and staff attending the Debbieh campus.



Housing cost assistance for academic staff

The published allowance provision

BAU’s faculty benefits booklet provides the following housing rule, translated from Arabic: “Seconded
academic staff are paid a housing allowance of $1,000 per month.”

Evidence: Original Arabic faculty benefits booklet (PDF page 4, first bullet under section 2)

The beneficiary category is ¢»)=s)l, meaning seconded staff. It does not extend eligibility to all international
recruits or all employees.

Evidence: Beneficiary category in the original provision (PDF page 4)
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https://www.bau.edu.lb/BAUUpload/Publications/Attachments/Academic%20Staff%20Rights_Duties_06152017134936_BAUOfficeTechnical.pdf
https://www.bau.edu.lb/BAUUpload/Publications/Attachments/Academic%20Staff%20Rights_Duties_06152017134936_BAUOfficeTechnical.pdf
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